Undergraduate Research Poster Session Guidelines

Here are some general guidelines to follow:

Your poster should be quickly identifiable from a distance, with an attractive and uncluttered layout. Further, your message should be clear and striking so as to attract people who might be interested.

Be prepared to answer questions of those who view your display. Stand next to your poster, and consider providing handouts to visitors.

Poster specifications:

All posters should be foam core mounted and measure single poster size 24” x 36”, tri-fold poster, centerboard 24” x 36”, sideboards 12” x 36”.

In addition, your poster must contain the following the following sections: Title, Abstract,

Background Objectives, Methods, Results, and Conclusion. Of course, adjustments can be made as needed if you are currently in the process of conducting your research.

TITLE

The title of your poster should be descriptive of your research and should appear at the top (or high up on the poster) in large letters. Below the title put your name and the names of all those who made significant contributions to the project; funding source(s) should also be identified.

ABSTRACT

Include a concise summary of your project—approximately 200-300 words in length—that will be easily understood by all audiences.

BACKGROUND

This section explains the justification for the study and describes previous research upon which your project has been based.

OBJECTIVES

Describe the purpose in conducting the study. This can be in the form of specific research questions or hypotheses.

METHODS

Explain the methods and strategies used to carry out your project.

RESULTS

Include text, tables and/or figures.

CONCLUSION

Draw legitimate conclusions instead of speculations, and discuss the next step for the study if it were to continue
General Poster Information:

Your poster should cover the key points of your work. It need not attempt to include all the details; you can describe them to people who are interested. The ideal poster is designed to attract attention, provide a brief overview of your work, and initiate discussion. The poster should be self-explanatory, and the main points should be communicated as if you are not there to explain them. Do not load the poster down with large amounts of methodological details or lists of references.

The flow of your poster should be from the top left to the bottom right. Make the flow of information in a poster explicit. Flow should be in columns running down the poster, not in rows running across it. Suggested line length for readability is no more than 60 characters across.

Make your poster as self-explanatory as possible.

Critique your poster before display:

Carefully and completely prepare your poster in advance. Try tacking up the poster in advance to see what it will look like and to make sure that you have all the necessary pieces.

Can you answer yes to all of these questions?

□    Is the poster audience-friendly?

□    Does it fit on poster board?

□    Is it readable from at least five feet?

□    Is it appropriate for poster session audience? (Remember, your audience will be from a variety of backgrounds, and few will have in-depth knowledge of your research topic.)

□    Is it open and free of clutter?

□    Has it been carefully edited and proofread?

□    Does the title reflect the study?

□    Does the background establish the need for the study?

□    Does the objective(s) adequately state the purpose of the study?

□    Do the methods and results tie back to the objective?
